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Review: Excitement, Electricity 
Fuel Tesla's Sleek Roadster 

Now that might not seem like much given that I only recently upgraded from 
a Toyota Corolla (which I’d had for 17 years) to a VW Jetta Wagon (needed 
airbags and room for my son’s car seat) and that my prior conveyance was a 

1985 Ford Escort. But my first car was pretty exciting, particularly for an early ’80s 
punk with a big posse to transport. 
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 he Tesla Roadster is the most exciting car I’ve ever driven. 
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The Tesla Roadster 2.5 Sport – a shiny silver bullet that will go from 0 to 60 in 3.7 seconds and 
take you 245 miles on a fully charged battery.  



Solar Home & Business Journal                “Excitement, Electricity Fuel Tesla's Sleek Roadster”              © 2011 Erin Milnes 2 

My loden green 1973 Chevy Caprice Classic sported fender skirts, 
guzzled leaded gas and had room in the cavernous trunk for a keg plus 
a couple of eighth-graders. The V8 in that boat could launch you up to 
110 without a rattle. 

I’d handled trucks and vans, even a 1966 school bus, but I’d never 
operated a high-performance vehicle of any kind. According to CNET, 
the Roadster has “the most technically advanced power train in a 
production car today.” That’s gas or electric. So it was with great 
anticipation, and a little anxiety, that I scheduled my test drive for the 
hottest car on the planet. 

My security blanket was my friend Joel Bloom, founder of motorsport 
video production company TVMoto, who agreed to ride shotgun (and check out the car, 
of course). Joel is a seasoned motorcyclist, including some stunt work, and he grew up 
near Tesla’s flagship showroom in Menlo Park, Calif., so I knew he could show me the 
best routes along sinuous Skyline Boulevard to prove the car’s handling. 

The Tesla showroom, or store, as they like to call it, is almost as sleek as their cars – all 
windows and curves in chrome and white. The 14 colors the Roadster comes in are 
displayed on the wall (I was told the company will actually paint the car “any color 
DuPont makes”). Wi-fi and coffee are available for customers, which makes perfect 
sense. The company’s inspiration for the design was an Apple store crossed with a 
Starbucks. 

After an interview with communications 
manager Camille Ricketts, we stepped 
outside for my orientation. Waiting for us 
was the Roadster 2.5 Sport that I would 
drive – a shiny silver bullet that will go 
from 0 to 60 in 3.7 seconds and take you 
245 miles on a fully charged battery. It 
was as gorgeous as its pictures. Gorgeous 
and powerful: up to 295 foot-pounds of 
torque and 288 horsepower from 0 rpm.  

The price tag for this hand-built car is 
$109,000 (less $7,500 federal and any 
state incentives), which puts it well out of 
reach for us regular people. Tesla has 
delivered only 1,500 of the cars 
worldwide, and says the model was 
planned as a proof of concept for a niche 
market, paving the way for the Model S, 
a premium, mass-market electric sedan 
due out next year. 

“ 

” 

It doesn’t 
take a car 
person to 
become 
covetous 
of the 
Roadster. 
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Tesla CEO Elon Musk wrote in his blog that the 
stores should “combine the feel of an Apple  
store, a Starbucks and a good restaurant.”  
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Camille popped the trunk and showed us 
the microprocessor-controlled lithium-ion 
battery pack. The pack is composed of 
6,831 individual cells and stores 56 
kilowatt-hours of energy. It takes about 
three and a half hours to charge from 
empty to full at 240 volts (it takes longer 
at 120) and is expected to last seven years 
or 100,000 miles. 

The dominant component in the trunk is 
the power electronics module, which 
functions as a bridge between the charge 
port, battery and motor. As alternating 
current flows into the car from the wall, 
this module converts it to direct current 

for storage in the battery. While driving, the module converts DC back to AC, which the 
motor uses to generate torque. Every electron ever used in the car flows through the 
power electronics module. According to Tesla, it is commonly 97-98 percent efficient. 
The internal combustion engines of conventional cars operate at no more than 40 percent 
efficiency, with a great deal of energy lost as heat. 

Under the power electronics module sits the single-speed gear box coupled to the three-
phase AC induction electric motor (technology pioneered by Nikola Tesla, after whom 
the company is named). With one gear, acceleration is incredibly smooth. And the motor 
doesn’t need a reverse gear; it just spins in the opposite direction. At top speed, the motor 
revolves at about 14,000 rpm.  

We removed the convertible top and placed it and my backpack in the trunk’s small 
storage compartment. The interior of the car is so small there’s nowhere to put a bag but 
the passenger seat or floor in front of it, so the trunk is it 
for stowage. The seats were leather (also offered in 
microfiber) and well padded but a little uncomfortable 
because of the tight fit. A plus-size or very tall person 
would have a tough time in the Roadster.  

Also the car’s sleek carbon fiber body is very low to the 
ground, like most high-performance vehicles, which 
makes entering and especially exiting the car nigh 
impossible with one’s dignity completely intact. Maybe 
there’s a technique involved. If so, Joel and I have yet to 
master it. 

The car’s controls are mostly the same as a standard auto 
except push buttons substitute for the shifter. The vehicle 
information touch screen on the center console displays a  
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The vehicle information touch 
screen can display ideal range, 
trip stats, watts going to the 
motor and hp in real time. 
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The dominant component in the trunk is the 
power electronics module. 
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variety of data including ideal range, 
trip stats, how many watts are 
flowing to the motor, and torque and 
horsepower in real time. 

The car operates in standard and 
performance modes. The latter is a 
little less energy-efficient, but we 
selected it for the full Roadster Sport 
experience. Camille also showed me 
the backup camera, which snaps on 
when you press R (to drive in 
reverse) and transmits its image to 
the large “infotainment” screen – 
stereo, GPS and Bluetooth – on the 
center dashboard. 

The speedometer, which doubles as a tach, is in the usual spot on the dashboard. Below it 
is a display for battery state of charge, estimated range and total miles driven. Camille 
commented that the range estimate on this display is the one to respect because it reflects 
current driving conditions. (Given its position, it is also far easier and safer to look at 
while driving.) The estimated range on the center console is based on ideal conditions, 
under which you’ll rarely be operating. 

To the right of the speedometer is the 
power gauge, which indicates how 
much electricity (in kilowatts) the car is 
currently using – or regenerating. When 
you brake, the energy lost is recycled 
back to the battery, a process called 
regenerative braking. When the needle 
moves left into the green part of the 
display you’re gaining juice. It isn’t a 
lot, but every bit keeps the battery 
charged longer.  

Your first time out with regenerative 
braking, which is comparable to 
downshifting or engine braking, you’ll 
really notice the drag when you take your foot off the accelerator. (It’s a bit like driving a 
motorboat – water doesn’t allow for much coasting.) But it only takes 10 minutes or so to 
adapt. Then you won’t think about it again.  

At this point my brain was completely full, and I was ready to drive. It was a beautiful 
Tuesday, sunny, clear, around 60. I assured Camille we’d be back in an hour, pressed D, 
hit the “Go pedal” (more fun than “accelerator”) and headed for the hills. 
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The car features a large “infotainment” screen – stereo, 
GPS and Bluetooth – on the dashboard.  
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The speedometer/tachometer and the power gauge, 
which displays how much electricity is recycled 
through regenerative braking. Estimated range is 
shown on the LCD bottom left. 
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The sound of the Roadster’s acceleration 
is unmistakable. I laughed out loud. When 
my husband heard it later that day off my 
recording, he shouted, “It’s a friggin’ 
spaceship!” and he wasn’t wrong. A 
smooth crescendo of sound and intensity 
builds behind your head while your body 
is thrust back into the seat. It’s, well, 
utterly electric, and just too cool for words 
– the closest thing most of us will come to 
space travel. (And it doesn’t blow your 
ears out!) It’s possible that longtime 
Roadster owners are over it by now, but I 
wouldn’t bank on it. 

We took a little detour onto 280, and I 
poured it on up the entrance ramp. After 
years of asking my passengers to lean 
forward to make it up a hill, this was the 
speed of light, practically the speed of 
thought. I thought about changing lanes, 

and there we were, in the next lane. I gunned it up to 95, just to see – still smooth as 
chocolate pudding. My teeth dried out from all the grinning. 

Joel navigated expertly, guiding us up to the lovely Skyline Boulevard. A redwood-lined, 
steep and windy ribbon along the ridge between Silicon Valley and the ocean, Skyline is 
favored by bikers, cyclists and sports 
car owners. I started to push the car, 
and myself, a little harder. 

The Roadster handles like it’s on rails, 
gripping every turn with nary a squeak. 
The four-wheel independent suspension 
provides a level ride even over small 
potholes and despite the car’s minimal 
clearance. 

I accelerated out of turns, past blooming fruit trees and multimillion dollar mansions. A 
red Corvette peeked out of a side street and wanted to play. An SUV pulled over and 
signaled me to pass, double line and all. I was the blonde behind the wheel of the sexiest 
car on earth, if only for an hour. 

It doesn’t take a car person to become covetous of the Roadster. I guarantee that if you 
drive this car you will entertain outrageous schemes of how to get your hands on one. 
(I’m still thinking about it.) 
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On Skyline, winding among the redwoods. 
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We stopped at an overlook to snap some 
beauty shots. Now it was Joel’s turn.  

Whether on a bike, motorcycle or in a car, 
Joel had driven this road since he was a 
teen. His comfort zone is significantly 
wider than mine, and he challenged the 
Roadster accordingly. (“Drive it like you 
stole it.”) But even he acknowledged, 
“This thing will drive a lot harder than you 
or I could ever push it.” 

He was blown away by the car’s handling 
and smooth acceleration. He tried curves 
with and without the traction control 
engaged, which made a big difference – 
with the control on, even sharp turns at 
speed are manageable with minimal 
fishtailing.  

As a passenger, you really feel the 
pushback when accelerating in the 
Roadster. In a way it’s even more of a thrill 
ride, because you’re not in control. It was such a thrill I didn’t notice our hour had come 

and gone. We were 40 minutes overdue at the 
showroom (sorry, Camille!) and headed back. 

Joel tested the brakes a few times. The four-sensor, 
four-channel anti-lock braking system offered the even 
and silent deceleration (except for one squeak at a T-
intersection at the bottom of a hill we’d sped down) one 
would expect. 

I took the car for one last 280 on- and off-ramp. Now 
that I was more comfortable with the car’s speed, I 
really let it out and bore down through the cloverleaf. 
The Roadster hugged it like a long-lost friend. 

But the car’s incredible handling and sex appeal wasn’t 
the thing Joel and I kept coming back to. It was what 
the Roadster was missing: engine noise and, most of all, 
emissions. “There’s nothing coming out of the tailpipe 
– there is no tailpipe!” Joel hollered gleefully in the 
fashion of convertible conversation. 
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Joel Bloom, a seasoned 
motorcyclist who has done stunt 
work, was blown away by the 
car’s handling and acceleration. 
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The Roadster was the first all-electric production car with real muscle and a practical 
range. It motivated the Detroit big boys to finally get off their butts. With this car, Tesla 
introduced a new era of electric transportation, and with it the possibility of an end to 
fossil fuel use and climate change. 

And in that sense, the Roadster is the most exciting car anyone will ever drive. 
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The Roadster may have a plus-$100,000 price tag, but the reviewer still 
entertains outrageous schemes of how to get her hands on one. 


